— — — —ñ — — ) Um OO 


r 
« a: * 


„re 


- 
4 E — — = OED IO 
Ls. 
— — — — = — — — — —— 22. 
-£- 
8 
4 
— 
* 2 
5 * — — 
& * 
1 
* . - 
In, 4 
BY 
. 2 by 
* * 8 
4 
7 * 2 
0 
8 * + = 
. f 
"7 : 
tf 2 * t + 
ry <5 ohitr a 5 
Fe. 7 
= — — 
2 5 - - u 
1 2 51 7 
0 i 
x 5 
* — Y 


—ͤ—ü—ã̃ —— — — - * — — — _ 


* 
ww 


* * : * n 


0 


n ! 


* 


e 


of Charitie. 2 
Am welle mpnded to 
»S/ ſtycke to my pꝛomeſſe, 
Wok Charitte , by cauſe 
vp you can not myslyke 
my wzityng, how rude 
Iy * euer J w2yte, oneles you di⸗ 
miniſſhe your owne charitie. Foz 
charitie taketh althinges in good 
| wo2the, and conſidereth moꝛe the 
good wyll of the werkeman, then 
the beautte of the werke. Herevp⸗ 
pon J am bolded to ſhewe my 
mynde in fewe wozdes, what is 
charitie, and howe we maye kepe 
charitie, A ſayenge moche vſed 
with euery man and woman, but 
not lo welle percepued as it is cõ⸗ 
monly ſpoken. Spekers of cha- 
ritie be plentie, kepers of charitie 
be very ſcale, al though you wold 
make ſerche though out all reli⸗ 
1 . To be withoute 
A2 * 


_ fo; goddis ſake, 
vpe to lodetnely entred with a ſkyp 


A treatiſe 


malice and hate is not inough yet 


very fewe be founde ſo clene: no: 


tt is not inough to loue in a ſlight 


oꝛ a common, oꝛ in a meane wiſe. 
It you kepe in you Charitie, ye | 
be ſpotles of all gruges, and ther⸗ 


with pe loue in the moſte hygheſt 
degree of louynge bothe god and 


man, god fo2 hym ſelfe, and man 


But here nowe me thinketh we 


to the middes of this mater:let vs | 
make ſom conuenient beginning, 


and thereafter lette vs pꝛocede. 
Foꝛ both you ſhall with the moze | 


eaſe gather the fruite of this lel⸗ 
ſon, and J ſhal the better ſe what | | 
is taught, if the ſentences be layd | 
in their due oꝛdꝛe. 

And fo: as moche good ſyſtet as 
220 thinge 10 wat here 2 I 
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godly, all heuenly 
the reliques of ſayn 
| (pngethehalowed 
; vs 
| ſumption, to touche this matter of pꝛe⸗ 
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| towaſſhe our handes cleane, J 
meane as the matter is ſpirituall, 
ſo our ſpitite mult be pzepared in 
1 aduereuerence, acco2dyng to the 
highe dignitie of t ts vertue, the 
water that clẽſeth o It ſpirite and 
| mynde, is mekenes. 
ſap we muſt p2epare 
to here, and J to ED of holy cha 
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ritie: bycauſe Chꝛiſte ſaithe, tha 
in charitie is contepned at thelaw | 
ok god: And ng 

| Chiefely enfo2ce.tt, 


to lee rom ly [andth 


of Charitie, 
hande to treate of, is all holy. a all 
karre paſſinge 
tis, farre paſl⸗ 
chalices: Let 
beware of pꝛe⸗ . ware 


pape you, 


It is our part ſumption. 


J Mekenees | 


Herewith 
5 vs, both you 


make vs, by th: 


43 


what ea 


. Like cau- 


ſets. 


pꝛaiſe, by charitie we duely bothe 
feare and loue god, fynally by cha | 
ritie, we be ryd from the bondage 
| of ourennemy the paince of this 
woꝛlde, and be franke in the liber⸗ 


A treatiſe 1 
vs, by pzomyſingeof topes to fo- | 


lowe vertue. Jt muſte nedes then | 
be true, that Charite maketh men 


do bothe thele thinges, to fo:ſake 
ſynne, and to embzace vertue. 
This is to ſey, by Charitie we re⸗ 
kule euyll, and take good, by cha⸗ 
ritie we fle doinge noughtly, and 
cleue to doinge welle, by charitie 


we eſcape dilp:ayſe, and deſerue 


of goddis kingedome. 
(In this ſpeakynge of charite, 


there ſeinith to be an other ſtregth | 
in the woꝛd, than comenly we vn= | 
derſtonde in out engliſhe tonge: 


and ſurely the truthe is ſoo, that 


me gbourour comen vnderſton 


dynge 


of Charitie. 4. 
dynge, this woꝛde ſygnilieth ttge 
hole perkection ofa criſten man. *©Baritie 1 
It is a woꝛd boꝛowed with vs of ;;{;. gor 
the latyne called Charitas . It vou perfection 
nowe wyll conſidꝛe, what is the of « chri⸗ 
| founteynelyfe and ſouleof mans ſen man. 
vertue, the ſpacinge and rote of al 
his good werkes: you ſhall fee, 
that it is only the tru loue ot god. 
Foz who ſo euer hath his mynde 
inwardly ameled bakẽ, through 
fyred with the loue ol god: he is 
the bleſſed man, that kepeth god⸗ 
dis wo2de, that fulfplleth al — 
dis lawe, that neuer wylleth do⸗ 
inge cupl, and euer willeth doing 
well; in the perfect fo2me. kachon 
chappe, and kynde ol well doing, Ll 
This loue of god, that cauſethe what is 

ſuche perkections in man, is cal 
led Charitie. But remembze, tt 
pg not be taken in the weake 
A 4 comen 
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cõmon maner : foꝛ all they haue 


this Iyfe: the perfyte loue of god 


„ A treaſſe 


not this charite, that ſey they loue 


| God: nos all they loue not God, | 


that ſo lep. We be not as our ſey⸗ 


inge ſoundeth, but as god ſeeth 
dur thoughtes, ſo we be. None of 


vs loueth god, that enfozceth to 
wylle any thynge beſydes goddis 


will; He loueth not god perfetly, 
that thynketh any thynge beſyde 


god: he loueth not god perfitely, 


chat doth any thing without god. 


The perkecte loue of god can not 
ſtande with any care oꝛ ſtudye fo: 


abydeth not the couplynge with 
any other loue: the perfect loue ol 


Jod knoweth none affectiõ to kin 
dtced, it knoweth no difference be⸗ 

twene poꝛe and riche, it knoweth | 
not what meneth myn and thyne, 


pdea foo frome a 
frende, 


it canne not di 
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kectly loueth god, muſte loue god 


inge we loue god, #dotnge thus, 


Foꝛ the perfect louer of god is ſo 


we haue leyſer to think on god, ſo 
— — this charite 


of Charitie. | 
that truly and per⸗ 


krende. £02 


alone, nothyngt belyde god, noz 
with god: but loue al tndifferent- 
ly in god and fo2 god. 

We that ſay we loue god, when 
— ones it 14 day remembze 


—— — | — in ſay⸗ 


we can not ꝓue true that we ley. 


wedded to god, that ĩ his thought 
nothynge abideth, but the quicke 
remembꝛance of god Our ſpirt- 


tees and lenlis be occupied with lo 


many other matters, that ſcante 


: the 
F A v. dignt 


gyuen to man. 105 charitie hathe 


I treatiſe 

dignitie, power, and mateſtie that 
by it ſelfe, it conteyneth al the P2e-: 
- ceptes of the patriarches, all the 
lawes of the pꝛophetes, al the do⸗ 
ctrine of Chꝛiſte, all the rules or 
the apoſtles, all the inventions of | 
theholy churche: yemozethenall 
this, charite hath a libertie of po-. 
wer ouer bothe the olde and the 
newe teſtament. Foz the true lo⸗ 
uer oł god, the whiche is the cha⸗ 
ritable perſon, is vnder no reule: 
but he is a loꝛde aboue all lawes, 
all inuentions, all pzeceptis, all 
commandementis, that god hath. | 


no bonde. 


But alwey ſiſter remembye, that i | 


_  chariteis not perfect, oneles that 7 


it be burninge . It is not a quen⸗ 
ched loue a colde loue, a loue gro⸗ 
1 OM in the pony wppes, that 

18 


of Chae. | 6G 
is charite: but the hotte keruente 
burnynge hartes affect towarde 
god, is the loue that is vnderſtãd 
in the name of charitie, the which 
(as is ſayd)doth not only conteyn 
ail the doctrine of Chaiſte, but al- 
ſo it is aboue all lawes, to rule ra- 
ther than to be ruled. 
The ende of all the courſe and 
walkynge ok the ſonne ok god in 
this woꝛlde, was to leue amonge 
men this charitie The marke, 
wherto our ſauiour in all his pꝛe⸗ 
chynge and teachynge loked, was 
to haue men indued with charite. 
FJ oꝛ our diuine mayſter ſawe that 
there neded no reherſal of lines, 
the whiche were to be eſchewed 
no2 yet of vertues, that were to 
be folowed, if man could take cha 
ritie, that is by it ſelfe ſufficiente 
foz all __ to has menne gum: 
um- 


compꝛehendeth al that can be ſpo 


charite was nothynge els, but to 
kepe pacience, and not to be dilple 
ed noꝛ angry. It is trouthe, this 

poynt is one part of charitie: but 
it is not all. Foꝛ what ſo euer the 
loue ot god pꝛouokethe bs to, oz 
the feare ot god dꝛyueth vs from, 

all in one ſumme is concluded to 
be vnderſtonde in charite. 


charitie ſay, 
Nas adi of god, and moſte dere 


- A treatiſe | 
tumbling inthe wey, from wan- | 
derynge out ofthe wey, and final 
lye to conducte men to the bleſſed 
wapes ende. Here pou ſe, that the 
compaſſe and circuite of charite is 
large and wyde, in as moche as it 


ken, either agaynſte vice, 02 with 
vertue. 0391 
You peraduenture thought that 


Whervpon J mape, if you kepe 
hat you be the verp 


_ tp- 


of | Churitie. 


* 
ſyſter of Chꝛiſte. But J feare me, 
vou haue moze ofte ſpoken the 

| wo2decharitie,then you haue ſtu⸗ 
dhped to lerne, what thynge ſhulde 
be Charitie: and therby ye ſaye 
peraduenture of 2 ſelfe moz2e 
then pou doo. Foz J haue noted 
vour mynde to be * trou⸗ 
bled with certayne fantaſies, the 
which could haue no place in you 
if you were fylled with this chari⸗ 
tie. Foz here a lyttell moꝛe in fewe 
woꝛdes, what is the playne defint 
tion ot this vertue, as J kynde it 
wꝛitten of a greatte holy man, a 
 Acommen doctour. | 
Charitie (ſaythehe) is a good 
and a gracious affect of the ſoule, 
wherby mans harte hath no fan- 
taſpe to eſteme, valour, o2 pondꝛe 
anp thynge in this wyde wozlde, 


ofthis great treaſure 
couched the heapes of 


lette vs to come to charite, but to 
this vertue, that neither we canne 


„ ie 
to knowe god. Foꝛ who ſo euer is 
inclyned to loue theſe erthly thyn⸗ 


ges, it is not poſſible fo2 him euer 


to atteyne (ſo longe as he ſo doth) 


to the aſſurtd conſtant æ perfit bſe 


bol this charite: bicauſc his mynd 


hath ſo manye and (o diuerſe let⸗ 


tes, that hyndꝛe and withdzawe 


hym from takynge the poſſeſſion 
wherin be 


al vertues. 
And a lytel nowe to ſpeke of theſe 
impedimentes and lettes, it (hall 
moche apperteyn to our purpoſe: 
foꝛ we ſhall the quycklyer come to 


— 


charitie, ił we can knowe and el⸗ 


cape all the blockes, that lye in 
our wape to lette vs: not onely to 


dꝛyue and chaſe awaye krome vs 


come to Ow that to vs. 


The 


of Chartie, « 

he perfpte loue of god hath in 
Iylous qutetnes & relle 
it is neuer moued, ſtyꝛed, noz ca⸗ 
tied away by no ſtozme of woz2ld- 
ly troubles : but ſytteth faſte and 
ſurein a cotinualcalmnes, ayen(t 
al wedders al blaſtes, al ſtoꝛmes. 
No rocke 18 moze ſtylle, then is 
the mynde of a charitable man, 
when the wozlde ttibleth, rolleth, 
t toſſeth it with the komy wawes 
of temptations, the which dꝛow⸗ 
neth the myndes of all vs,thatbe 
weke 02 ſicke in charite. J wolde 
therfo2e ſyſter, that you diligently 
llerned, what be theſe blaſtes, that 
turmoylen our myndes out of the 
| relte, the which charite requireth. 
1 Tou ſhall bnderſtand. that there 
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be certain motios called paſſtons, 
that (ooze allaulteour ſoule, and 


| bzingeth our (peter moche vn- 
| qui⸗ 


Toe per⸗ 
ere 
of god. 


MM C ² 0s Dot we AAA, 94 — th; . 
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ginge, to be greued with eutil ſpe- 


to care fo2 mariage, to fiſh 
ches, to be gredie of honour, to be 


deſirous of fauour, to couette pꝛe 


; theſe alſo beſharpe ——— that 


27 A treatiſe. 
quietnes: as to be inoued witha an 
ger is a great roling of the mynd, 
to bzede enute, to fede rancour, to 
noziſhe malice, tobe myndefull of 
any inttrie,to be ſtudious of aue- 


kinge, to fume at backebyting, to 


grudgeatcompleyntes, to frette 
with chyding, to ſtriue fo2 ſhame, 


fo ſclaunder, Theſe be the thin⸗ 


ges, that ſuffre no mynde reſte, a⸗ 
ny of theſe paſſions troubleth the 
mynde continually from one fan⸗ 


talp to an other: ſo that no quiet⸗ 


nes can be had. 
Agapneto ſtudie foʒ pꝛomotion, 
e koꝛ ri⸗ 


nente, to gape foꝛ pꝛayſes: 


the mpnde, and kepenthe [| 


| ©| of bitte 9 
mynde euer ſtyzrynge and boyde 
ok qutetnes, 

Lykewiſe to enſu a delite of dein 


| cy andſwetefedynge,to be taken 


with pleaſure of the body, to be o⸗ 
uer thꝛowen with ſoꝛowe, to per= 
| che vp with gladnes, to holde vp 


the chyn to hygh in pꝛolbertte, 10 


hold downe the heed to low in ad 
uerſite, to be in bõdage vnder the 

fierſe rules of cẽſual luſtes, whole 
crueltie ouer man hath no pitte, 
| meaſuce, noꝛ ende. Theſe and lu⸗ 
che other be thynges, that ſo trou⸗ 
blen and diſquieten mis minde, p 
quiet charite can not abyde there « 
Fo2 loke a lytel vpon the vnmer⸗ 
| cifull man, that can not fo2gyue, 

ſee how he boyleth in his appetite 
to r 2 _ IO _ 


A rreatiſe 


1-1: his hurte , whome he ſpyteth. 
Looke vppon the glotton, howe | 


Loke vpon the lecherer, how bulp | 
he is in his vngracious though⸗ 
tes , Loke vppon the couetous 
wꝛetche, howe without reaſon he 
ſcrapeth and ſhꝛapeth fo2 gaines. 
Loke vpon the ambitious felow, 


beaſtly he purueyett bealy chere. 


howe he beſturreth hym to gette | 


wo:lhippe. Theſemen th2oughe . } | 


their coꝛtupt fantaſies, be no leſſe 


then the hungry 4 the thuzſty bo⸗ 


map ſe, that ſlepyng and wakyng | 
theſe mens myndes rolle without 
takynge reſte. Suche wꝛaſtlynge 
phantaſpes, ſuche inoꝛdinate ap⸗ 
petites be called paſſions, the wht | 
e and . * ſoule con⸗ 


— — ! 


gredie toſatisfye they deſpres, | | 


dyes, thzough naturall neceſſitie 
ſeke to be refreſſhed. Wherof we 


* 


trary to his nature, either by loue 
without reaſon, oz by hate with⸗ 
out meaſure, when we wyllyngly 
co nſent to the wynde of thele ſen- 


"wo + VT © 


is a parciall loue, that we beare to 
| our ſelke, that is to ſep the loue of 
this carcas, and of this lyke. To 
! kyllein vs this mother of all mil⸗ 
chekes, our maſter Chailte techeth 
bs to hate this lyfe, and to ſet our 
bodpe at nought: 
the nexte way to fynde Iyfe, ik we Mar.s, 
lette nothynge by the loſſe of this 

l pke:he ſaith, the caring fo2 our bo 
dp impoꝛteth a bꝛyngeth with it a 
miſtruſte of goddes pꝛouidence, 
as though god had better pꝛoup⸗ 
ded koꝛ the ſtate of byꝛdes, than 
koꝛ man, whome he hath created 
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of Cbaritie 10 


(ible thyn ges. 
The — 2 of al theſe paſſions 


He ſayth, it is Mat. 16, 


after his owne (mage. Now then 
'B S. | 
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to gette this reſte that therby we 


map gette charitie, we muſte caſte 


| ſoules, that 12297 


aweye the loue of this Iyfe : the 
whiche cauſeth all the ſayde ruffe⸗ 
lynt epaſſions, by the whiche our 
ſoule ſtandeth in peryll of dethe. 
Foz lerne you, that to the ſoule it 
is a ſooꝛe deathe, to be ſeperated } 
from god. And theſe paſſtons be | f 
they, that onely plucke the ſoule 
from god, aud cauſeth the ſoule 
to fo2gette heuen in thebuſyoccu= | (' 
pations of this wozlde, the whi- | 
che wozldeſwarmeth full of deed 
nd day traue⸗ 
he wozkes of | 
darkenes, from whens they ſhall 
departe into an other darkenelle 
endles, neuer to ſe the face ot god. 
And this is the concluſion of the | 
paſſionat ſoule, that licth in the fet 
1 er luſtes without dig 
2a- | 


11 


1 of Charitie. 
dꝛawen nowe hyther nowe th 
ther in a continuall waueryng of 
vapne fantaſies. But on the other 
; | ſydethe quicke lyuinge ſoule, that 
gqutetiy reſteth in the loue of god, 
dyxpuethe from hym by the power 
ol grace, wherewith he is indued, 
all thele vnquiete paſſions. Ik he 
ſtonde in keare to be moued with 
yvncomelp appetites, he faſtethe, 
he watcheth he laboꝛeth. The mã 
( ſay) oz woman dothe this, in 
whom ſuche a bleſſed ſoule bea- 
reth rule. 
| | Likewiſeayenſt angre, wꝛathe, 
and vapne gloꝛpe, he ſetteth atte 
nought bothe honour and diſho⸗ 
] nour, ſhame, ſclaunder, and woz- 
{ chyppe in this woz de be nothyng 
in his reputation. Agepnſterems: 
_ | bzaunceofdiſpleſures hepzapeth 
1 f02 eg eupll wyllers .. Such a 
| N 54 ma⸗ 


> 


[2 | A treatiſe l 
maner charitie teacheth and cou- | 

rageth this bleſſed ſoule to be oc= | 
cupied in meynteynynge and de⸗ 


fendynge the myndes quietnes a 
thynge aboue all thinges in this e 


woꝛlde to be kept warely, ll 
The reſte that aungels in heuen 


haue is none other but this, not 


to be mouid noꝛ ſturrid with theſe 
paſſios,oflouyng,of hating, of be | 


ſting,ofluſtyng,ofabhozryng, of | 
. coyeting,of refuſing,of reiopſing 


ſuche other, that ſcourgethe and 
whippeth mans mynde by reaſon * 
of the co2rupte affection and loue 
that he beareth in his ytchyng bo⸗ 
ye, aloue moſt contrary to cha- | 

itie: the whiche hathe as moche 
eaſe, as that hathe trouble. You 


tal veg iehon of our mayſter 
TR Cel 


ing pleſed.of being diſeſed, of tru t 


of lamentynge, of innumerable *} , 


va 
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| Chailte, theautor and pzeacher of 
charitie: He aduyſethe, counſap- ? 
leth, and commaundeth me, if J 
be his diſciple, not to reſiſt apenſt 
euil, to offre mp left cheke to him, 
that hathe be blowed me on the 
right, to leaue my gowne to hym 
that hath taken from me mp cote, 
to walke two miles with him that 
} hath vered me, and compelled me 
to walke one myle , 
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; Ch:ilteheregyueth, is to enſtruct 
aͤnd warne all chꝛiſten men, to re⸗ 
garde nothynge of the bodye 02 of 
_ 7 the wozlde, aboue the reſte a qui⸗ 
etnes ot the mynde: but that we 
ſhulde luſtre the loſle of our goo⸗ 
des, with the hurte, ye with the 


12 


of Cheritie. 54 


The koꝛme of this leſſon, that 


dethe ok our bodyes, rather then 


| weſhuldeloſean ſ\malle pozcton 


! of charitie , to be moued with any 
paſſion 


188 


Mat. F. 


18 


can be d | 


31 A treatiſe * 
. of mynde, wherby oure 

loue to warde god, myght decave. 
It is not poilible, after Chꝛiſtes 


- doctrine, to take in this wozlde 
by any kynde of violence ſo great 
damage oꝛ hurte in bodye 02 goo- | 


des, as is the leeſt dꝛoppe of trou 


ble in the mynde, where no tyzant | 
noꝛ 


the deuyll hym ſelfe hath any 


dominion. Foꝛ there onely ruleth 
our owne free wylle: ſo that ik we 


wyll diſoꝛdꝛe out mynde with aß 
paſſion, we be to our ſelfe moꝛe vi- | 


olent and cruell, than the deuylle 
0 herfoze my good ſiſter, 
let vs beleue our maiſter Chailte, 


and to the deathe, lette vs neuer 


bꝛeake peace with god. Foꝛ if we 
do, fare well all reſt , We bzeake 


peace with god, when we tourne 
s fo2 anye cauſe to den care of 


* wn 


% # — 
2 


\ 


. 


geue taunt foz taunte: beware a⸗ 
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tourmented your 
but compariſon wozle, to be beſet 


1 bare. 13 
3 k you fele your ſelfe inoꝛdinat⸗ 


| Iye moued with diſpleaſant woz- 
des, with angry countenances, 


with euyll repoztes, with diſp:ap 


| ſes, with rebukes, with falſe ſclan 
der. with vntrue compleyntes: be⸗ 


ware ſyſter, foꝛ ſurely vou be not 


in charite with god. It you mum⸗ 
ble bpon contectures, if you fede 


vpon ſuſpicions, if you gnawe v⸗ 
pon ſhrewed tales, if ye delyte to 


gayne good ſyſter, foꝛ withoute 
doubte, god and you be tweyne. 
Ind if you beleue the ſon of god, 


- yourſelfe with your owne wplle, = 
do moꝛe then any fierce pꝛince o⸗ 


uer you coulde do, all thoughehe 
bꝛought you to extreme wꝛetched⸗ 
nes, and at the laſte to the dethe 
body. It is with 


[Bf "_ 


no koꝛce to gette ſuche thinges as 


kule all thynges oꝛdeyned foꝛ this 
lpfe: whether we ſhulde be cleane 
dkateles ot good name? No no, ſp⸗ 
ſter not ſo. Holy ſcripture fozbe- 
deth vs nothynge, that is foꝛ vſe 
oz p2ofytte : as by Chꝛiſtes lawe 
it is not foꝛbed to eate, to dzinke, | 
to haue and gette, wherwith ſu⸗ 
che ſuſtinance maye be mapntey- 
ned, to gette childꝛen, to haue mo⸗ 
ney, to haue poſſeſſiones, to be in 
honour, to be regarded: but the 
_ of $od ſuttreth not glotto⸗ 
np 
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with theſe paſſions, than it is to 
ſuffre the panges of dethe. But at 
this pointe peraduenture pou wil 
lay a aſke me: whether we ſhulde 
koꝛſake all the cõmodities of this 


woꝛlde: whether we ſhulde make 


kepeth vp the welthe of oure bo⸗ 
dy: whether we ſhulde vtterly re⸗ 


oy 
4 r Shs. n * Ms. n 1 3 A 


carekulnes of mynde, pꝛolecute 


| |. Cpaitte 14 
np, and a delyte in the bely chere, 
| no2lechery, and an vnlauful ple⸗ 
ure in bodyly luſtes : no2 coue⸗ 
toulnes, no2 a gredy deſp2e to be 
| ryche: no2 vayneglo2y c a pꝛoude 
delire to be magnified . Like wyſe 
the commaundement of god fo2- 
beeadethe vs not the thynkynge of 
1 theſeand ofſuche other thinges: 
but it is playne contrarye to the 
 wylleof god, that we ſhulde with 
an great intention, ſolicitude, oꝛ 


thele bodylye neceſſities. And in 


the hauynge of the goodes, pꝛo⸗ 


motions, and honours, we maye 


loue oꝛ affectiõ, but only we muſt 


not tudge tobe any higherat —— 
then is to haue thinges foꝛ mans 


! neceſſitie: So that towarde them 


we map not beare any maner of 


with * mynde take them to 
| 1 * 


„ treatiſe, 
| help! fo:th this lyke, as the craftes 
men take the inſtrumentes and 
toles to helpe theyꝛ handye woz= ||. 
kes, that in the haupnge of ry⸗ 
ches, out minde conſidꝛe nothing, 
but a plenty of thynges appertei⸗ 
nynge to our vſe and neceſſitees, 
both koꝛ our ſelfe & foz our neigh⸗ 
bours. And thus we mape be⸗ 
thynke vs welle, howe we hall 
lpyue: but it maye be no care no: 
pet any erneſte ſtudye, leeſt ther⸗ 
by our charitie with god be dimi⸗ 
nilched. Foꝛ holde faſte my ſyſter 


key 
2 20 in pour remẽbꝛance, that to haue 


with gods and kepe charitie with god, is to 
loue god with pour hole harte, 
with pour hole mynde, with pour 
hole power. It anye ſmalle parte 
ok pour harte, oꝛ of your mynde, 
oꝛ ok your wyt, be beſtowed in any 
un 02 loue toward this life: 
ve 


| pempnilhethe perfection of your 
1 charitie with god, the whiche re- 
7 quireth ofyou all 
without a felowe 
lone loued. 
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and hole, tobe 
by hym ſelfe a⸗ 


You map right well ſyſter putte 


| youre mpnde and wytte to gette 


theſe thynges,that meinteine this 


lyke, but it muſt be done without 
all loue and affection: there maye 
be no parte ot᷑ loue ſpent in ſuche 
matters, foꝛ your mynde can not 
with ani loue and affect labour to 
get and to holde this woꝛldly cõ⸗ 
modities, but in the meane leſon 


vout charitie with god is greatly 


the whiche miſtru e god is moſt 
dilpleaſed . Foz there be thꝛe cau⸗ 
"= noted, ”e ſhuld chielly moue 


decaped and welnyghe broken: 
Allo vou betray pour ſelfe, to my⸗ 


iſſion of god, with 


mens 


Þ uyng here, the whiche miſtruſt J | Z 


| 1 ama 
mens mindes to deſire theſe wozl- | 


dely goodes: One is the loue or 
welthe, eaſe myꝛthe, and plelure: 


an other loue of wozſhyppe, ho⸗ 
nour, and glotye: the thyꝛde the 
doubtefulnes and miſtruſte of ly⸗ 


ſaye, is wozſte of all, and moche 


mozeto be blamed then the other | 


two. Fo2 a felowe ſet to his plea⸗ 

_ (ure, loueth money toſeruehim to 
make merye, and to make ther⸗ 
with good chere: the other ſet v 
pon hono2 louith the pꝛelent goo⸗ 
des, bycau ſe by them he wolde be 
regarded Both theſe men ſpende 
as faſte as they gette, and ſmalle 
ſtoze they putte in the vylenes ok 
money:but he that vpon miſtruſt 
ſeketh goodes, loueth the to hyde | 
them, to kepe them as well from 
Wale ſelfe as from er; beinge e⸗ 
uer 


2 


toe the loue of this wozlde vpon 
a myſtruſte of lyuynge, is a thing 
in the light of god moſte deteſta⸗ 
ble. This J lay we map vſe this 
| wozlde, but we may not abuſe it, 
| whan foz the wozlde we bzeake 
| Charitie with god. And ik our hert 
be not holly geuen to loue god, we 


We 


rilſheth vs all, not leaupnge the 

ſmalleſt gnatte, the leaſte woꝛme 
on flye withoute diſpenſacion to 
haue conuenient ſuſtenance: and 
of manne he clerely is myndekull, 


E err e ee 
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uer in kere either of famine. ſcarce 
nes, 02 of olde age, oꝛ of ſikenes, 
oꝛ ok tribulations:and moche bet⸗ 
ter confidẽce and truſt he putteth 
in his owne policy and pꝛouiſion, 
then he dothe in the goodneſſe of 


god, that made all, and that no⸗ 


yet man can not truſt hym. wher⸗ 


haue not god . perfyte 92 


A tere iſe 1 
tie: god hath not our holle harte, 
yl the wozldc haue any parte. || 
This is the wey to come to perfit 
Charitie, to kepe our harte, oure ft 
loule, oure mynde, c oure witte all 
holle fo2 god : the whiche kepyng 
of our harte and mynde hole, ts 
the teſte and quietnes of the ſoule 
ſrom the ſayde temptations and . 

paſſions , Ind this is the dꝛiuing 
awep of thelettes and unpedimen 
tes, to atteine charite, wherol now 
here a litle moꝛe. 
This perfecte loue of god ma⸗ 
keth (as we haue ſayd) the minde 


ſtrong to withſtond the thzuſting $a) 


and ſhulderyng ol ſynne, and the 
ſame bꝛingeth fozthe conſequent- 
 Iythetoyfullreſt#quietnes from 
the koꝛlapde paſſions: whiche the 
coꝛtupt loue ot this Iyfe bꝛedeth. 
m_— ns ile of mynde Fi 


a x 


wo” 


Faythe we come to fere, from feare 
go fleinge ot ſynne: and in fleinge 
o ſinne we take a pacient mynde 


is a certayne effecte and woꝛke of 
Icharitie. And hope in god maketh 
Ivs fyꝛmely to awapte fo2 the ful⸗ 
Itillynge of the pꝛomeſſe ol god in 
vs, and to vs: which hope is gotẽ 
by pacience that is a conſtant en⸗ 
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durynge of aduerſitie, the whiche 
paciente endurynge ts purchaſed 
vith abſtinence, that is a ſtronge 


reſiſtinge ageinſt euill enticemen⸗ 


is. Ind feare of god cauſeth cou⸗ 
age to flie # to abſteyn from euil, 
he whiche feare of god groweth 


pf an vndoubted beleue in our ma 


er Chꝛiſtes techyng. Thus from 


to ſuffre, wherby we take hope d 


Hope our ſoule ſyttethe in a (ure 
JAP2C, of a certapn Te" — 
n Ja 


Truſt in god, thꝛough the whiche 
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that whiche is layde bp in ſtooꝛe 
fo2 vs in heuen: And theroffinal- 
ly cometh in vs this charite, whiz| 1 
che cauleth vs to loue god koꝛ his 11 
infinite goodnes in the ſame pꝛo⸗ a 
meſſe makynge. wherof now weg 
wapte foz the fulfpllpnge : : the ſt 
whiche is alſo the thynge that en cl 
fo:ceth # oꝛdꝛeth all our though⸗ k 
tes, in ſuche a due rule, that oure o 
like therby rendzcth in al his actis u 
a lwete ſauour bothe to god and ki 
to man. But ageyne let vs ones} o. 
- repete the effect of this leſſon:whoſfe 
ſo euet beleueth our maſter, he fe⸗ n 
reth his punyſſhment,and he thatyo! 
keareth to be puniſſhed of Chzilte Jas 
refrepneth hym ſelte from ſenſual ge 
luſtes, the whiche be the cauſes offith 
punylſhement: he that kepeth off as 
kuche caules: abydth wel and ſul⸗ ſa 
, Sunne ne Bt 
* WW 


of Charing.) [|| 18 


I iy ſuffrith tribulation, hath a bleſ- 


al-[ led hope and truſt in god, the whe 


che dꝛawethe and pluckethe the 


is mynde from wozldly affections : 
and the mynde ones frely diſchar⸗ 


ged of all loue to this wozlde , 


hel irerght taketh the pure burnyng 
n-# charite toward god, and that ma⸗ 


Aketh quietnes reſte and peace in 


our conſciences. Thus euery way 
we muſte relolue our lelfec to reſte 


finally in the poſſeſſion of charite, 


es} o2 elles we neither can beleue no2 
feare Chꝛiſte as we ought to doo, 


noꝛ refcayne eupll luſtes, as we 


ati ought to do, noꝛ ſuffre tribulatios 
las we oughte to do: noꝛ hope in 


god as we ought to do, noꝛ leaue 
a the loue of theſe wozldly d2egges 


p 


Jas we oughte to doo: but in the 
ſame we ſhall be dzowned bothe 


night and dape durynge the ſpace 
PEE — . 


r rern 
f W *. 
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of this Iyfe, from whens we (hall 
paſſe into miſerable condition of 


body and of ſoule,to endure with 
out ende the indignation of god, | 


whome after this life we neuer le, 


oneles we can nowe foꝛ his ſake | ,, 


diſpiſe this wozlde : the whiche 
thing paſleth the power of mans 
feblenes to do, excepte he ble the 


puilaunt myghte of Charitie the | 
which bꝛingeth ſo feruent a deſire wh 


to loue god, that nothinge beſide | 


is regarded: and luche aſwetenes | 


fcleth the charitable mynde in his 


deſyze, that he wil not foꝛgo oꝛ di⸗ 
1 minilſh any part therof, although 
; i huld ſuffre a thouſand hurtes 


the louig diſciple of chaiſt, | 
cain e Stephan, howe he infla- 


n. med with charite pꝛapeth aloude ; 
foꝛz yoo (NETS; #craueth } 


ol 
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of god remiſſion of their ſynnes, 
alledgynge their tgnozaunce foz 
their excuſe. 
| (Thebearynge of Chiiſtes croſſe 
is made by this Charitie a ſwete 
vocke and and an eaſpe bourden. 
Foꝛ he that with god is locked in 
charitie, ſaith in all tribulations, 
with the pzophet Hieremp:Non ſum 
| turbatus domine ſequens te paſtors, Oh 
loꝛde in folowing the my ruler Þ 
dan not be diſcomfoꝛted. Fo2 as 
our eien ſee not noꝛ perſcepue not 
any ſterres in the bꝛode ſky, when 
the lonne is bp, in lpke maner ik 
the mynde be ſette with charitie in 
god, it neither feleth him ſelfe,no2 
vtterly ſeeth any thynge elles in 
this wozld beſydes god, in whom 
q koꝛ whome al his thoughtes be 
conſumed . J ſape in god and foz 
god, charite 9 hole cours 


3 treatiſe 
without inferruption of any lette 
tn this wozlde. And touchynge 
charite in god the whiche is btter 
Ip to foꝛſake al loue of this woꝛld, 
that therby we maye clene be ryd 1 
from all paſſions to loue and ho⸗ 
nourgod alone, lette this that we 
haue hitherto ſpoken be inoughe. 
Nowe alpttell harken, what is 
this ſapinge to haue and kepe cha 
ritie. Truelp it is to dertue and 
to take out from our loue in god, 
an other lone towardes man fo? 
god. Foz he that hath perfect cha⸗ 
rite in god, loueth fo: goddes ſage 
Y all men as hym ſelfe, by cauſe in 
man he knoweth is the image of | 
I god, the whiche image ok god the 
charitable hart einbꝛaceth indiffe 
rently in the hole kynde of man, 
withoute makynge exception of 
ee no frende, of well wp 
l ers 


what is fo 
kepe cha- 
ritie. 
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lers and ennempes, of kynsfolke 


and ſtrangers : but as the figure 
of god is equalle in all, ſoo he e- 


qually kauoreth all. Foz thoughe 
with obſtinate ſpnners and with 


men wedded to they paſſions he 


be diſpleaſed, yet his diſpleaſure 
be cometh hym as alouer that ſo⸗ 
roweth his frendes hurt. Wher⸗ 


foꝛe ik he be a ſynner amended o 
conuerted, he isfull of gladnes, 
and neuer celleth he layenge his 


waite a watche to do man good, 


ſo that by his charite toward man 
koꝛ goddis lake, he continuallpe 


myndeth man well: and therot he 

neuer ſlaketh. In vilptynge the 
ſycke, in clothynge the naked, in 
feding the hungry, in refreſſhyng 0 
the poꝛe, in comfoztinge the miſe⸗ 


f | rable, in p2ayinge foz ſynfulle, in 


nn of mercy, pitie, ã deuo⸗ 
He 0 + tion 


9 
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tion he laboureth with ane 
by teaſon of his faſt loue toward 
god. He freely and gladly koꝛgy⸗ 
neth all maner diſpleaſures, of in | 
iuries, ofrebukes, ofhurtes, & ſo 
depe he is in loue, that nothig can | 
cauſe him to hate. Foꝛ it is a true 
ſayenge,that who ſo euer kelith in 
his harte any poynt of hatred, fo2 
any maner of cauſe, ageynſte auy 
maner a man, this perlon may be 
| aſſured, that he is not in charitie | 
| with god. Fo2 our mayſtre Chꝛiſt 
| 10.14. ſapth: Hethatloueth me, kepeth 
Ki. mp commaundmente: my com- | 
maundement is, that one ot vou 
loue another. Wherfoze he that | 
13F eth not his neighhour (euerve 
muanneis neighbour vnto other, 
| | Ddwellyngeintheſmalle compaſſe 
ok this abe) kepeth not our mai⸗ 
daß com 5 undemente: "yas 
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| | Thus we maye lee, that charite 


be aſſured to wo2k wel, if wekepe 


| of Chatie. 26: -- 
that kepeth not the commaunde⸗ 

ment, canne nat loue our mayſter 
Chult, whom he that loueth not: 
loueth not god. Wherfoꝛe he that 
loueth not his netghbour, halteth 
in his charitie to wardes God, 


in god techeth what is to be done 
of vs to warde man, and euer we 


ein vs this holy chatite: the whi- 
che onely can kepe; and knoweth 


c | haten vs, to pꝛaye foꝛ theym that 


the waye howe to kepe goddes 
wonꝛde. It is our mayſter Chʒiſte, 
that byddech vs loue oure enne⸗ 
mies, to do welle with them that 


tl perſecute vs. Chailte thus com- 
mandeth vs, to thentent he wolde 
clenſe and rydde vs from hatred, 
krom doinge iniuries, from being 
mpndeful of dilpleaſures,to * 

vs 


Come you loue verye erneſtiy: by 
this i of louyng, lerne, 


vs pure froin hate rancout angte 
t grudgynge: he commandeth vs 


to loue without exception as well 


out fo, as our frende , Ye wolde 
haue vs of our charitie in god, to 
loue man after the enſaumple of 


god the whiche wold haue al men 


indifferently to beſaued and come 


to the lyghte ok trouthe, lyke as | 


his ſonne ſhyneth ouer the good 


and euylle, his rayne fallethe as 
well vpon the vniuſt, as vpon the 
iuſte: ſo wolde Chzilte haue vs in 

-  differentelyſp2ede our affections # 
to all men, afterthe free liberalle 
diſtribution of charite , Foz and if 


you be in this caſe, that ſome per= 


ſones ve loue, ſome you hate, ſom 
vou nother loue no2 hate, lomme 


vou loue ſo ſo, in a meane facion, 


that 


> 


that you be farre from perfect cha 


| mefo2 goddes ſake, the good ſozte 
ok men as his dere frendes, the e⸗ 
upll ſoꝛte, as them, of whom map 
be made dere frendes. J 
ts no knowledge of any difference 
betwene ryche and pooze,betwene 

mayſter # ſeruant, betwene bonde 


n all men is lyke and one thinge: 


7 one1ndifferent conteplation ok al, 
and at all ſeaſons he is well myn⸗ 


—_——— — -,. TY ]]] . 


men good, with whom is neyther 
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ritie with god, the whiche perfecte 
charitie indifferentely loueth all 


ncharitie 


and free,betwene faithful and vn⸗ 

true; betwene male and female be 
twene kynne and no kynne: the 
charitable ſpiritie loketh vppon 
mans ſymple nature, the whiche 


wherof he conceiueth in his mind 


ded, euer welle diſpoſed to doo all 


Lihe, aquayn- 
_ taunce 
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taunce no2 ſtraunger : but with 
hym one is all and in all, Chaiſte 
Jieſus alone, whome and whole 
_ he knowethe, and nothynge 
elles. | 
Thus by our Charitte with god, | 
we lerne what is our duette to⸗ 
warde man. But here in louynge 
vour neyghbours and bzetherne, 
lone vou deceiue not your ſelfe fo2 | 
hit is not inoughe to loue youre | 
neigh 
dꝛe and rule ofcharite loue hym; 
that is onelye oz chefely, to loue | 
hym fo2 goddes ſake. There be 
fyue wapes noted of loupnge one 
of vs an other ol the whiche num 
bze one way is p2apſed, thꝛe be bt⸗ 
terly diſpꝛayſed, and one neyther 
pꝛapſed noꝛ dilpꝛaiſed. Firſte J 
may loue my neighbour koꝛ god⸗ 
d 27 20 as euery ood vertuons 
. 


bour, but ye muſt in the o⸗ 
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man loueth euery man. Second 

J mape loue my neyghbour of a 
naturall affection, bycauſe he is 
my ſon, 02 b:other,, 02 kynſman. 
Thirdly J may loue fo2 vayn glo 
rye,as if I loke by mp neyghbour 


to be woꝛchypped 02 auaunced to 


| honour. Fourthly J may loue foꝛ 


* 


couetouſnes, as when J cheryſhe 
and flatter a ryche manne fo2 his 
goodes, when J make moche of 

them that haue done me pleaſures 


nmap do me mo. The kikte waye, 


EI, UU 


| J mape loue foꝛ my ſenſuall luſte, 
Jloue to fare delicately, 
02 els when J madde 02 dote vp⸗ 


The fyꝛſte waye to but my neigh Fyne ma- 1 


bour, foꝛ the loue J haue to go 
is onely woꝛ hy tobe pꝛayſed. 
The ſecond way naturally deſer⸗ 
ueth — p2ayſe noz che 

- Tye 


d. ner of 


, foues 6 + 
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Che thyꝛde, the fourthe, and the 
pkt to loue foꝛ glozy, aduantage, 
oz pleſure, al thꝛe be ſtark nought. 
Therfoze lyſter, oute with youre 
loue, and conſidze well, in what 

way youre harte is gyuen to loue 
pour neyghbour. Charitie hath 
but one wayeof louynge a man 
truly and welle, that is onely (03 
goddes lake, _ 

To conclude nowe this matter, 
the which of hym ſelfe is in ſight, 
lette vs knytte vp Charitie with | 
this generall knotte, that man is 
made abſolute and perkecte in all 
vertues, thꝛough this one vertue 
of Charitie. But when J ſape all 
vertues, loke that vou vnderſtõd 
what is ment in the name of ver⸗ 
tue: oꝛelles this generalle clauſe 
may deceyue you. Wherfoꝛe you 
mw * that the body hath hig 
| 1 pꝛo⸗ 


 wyſehath his owne a parte from 


voure goodes in almes dedes, to 


r 


and com to gether to p2ayer,to pu 


lye men doo koꝛ the loue and ho⸗ 


nes, pacience, abſtinence, hope, 


n 4 on vw 1 ww ou 5 gu HOW Vo 
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p20p2C vertues,and the ſoule lyke 


the other. The vertues of the ee 
body be, as to faſte, to watche, to of the 60, 
goo on pylgremage, to traueylle dye. 
with hande and fote, fo2 to helpe 
their neyghboures, to diſtribute 


buylde vp churches, wherin the 
people may here the wozd of god, 


nyſſhe the fleſhe with rough heer, 
to ſlepe vppon the harde grounde 
to ſocour the nedy, to ayde the mi⸗ 
ſerable, and other ſuch actes bodt 


nour of god. The vertues of the pertues | 
ſoule be of an other loꝛte as meke⸗ the 


ſoule. 


katthe charitie, pitie, mercye, and . 
other iphe. Nowe ik it ſo be, that 
of ſome nftrmtts El cannot faſte, 

| noz 


conſiderations make bs wante 
the vertues of the bodye, we be 


P__ — _— , —_ — 4 b 
RI e r — — - _ 
4 a 
- 1 — — — ——— E—— — — — — — — — "eg — 
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noꝛ 2 watche, fo2 lacke of monep J 


can not do any almes, foꝛ lacke ok 
bodlly ſtrength, J 


canne not tra⸗ 


ueyle, yf ſuche neceſſary and true 


without blame, and had excuſed . 


bekoze god, the whiche beholdeth 
the lecrete and pꝛiuie cauſe of our 
default. But in the vertues of the 
ſoule, we haue no maner of defen⸗ 
ö ce, it it be ſo that we lake anyeof Fc 
| them, Fo: they haue no neceſſitie, 


no2 conſtraynt of any thynge, but 0 
all be frely vnder the election and 
Zoiſe of our free wyl , And whan 


it is generally ſayde, that charite 


maheth a man abſolute and per⸗ 
fecte in all vertues, ye muſte vn- 


derſtonde in all the vertues ok the 
ſoule: the which be very vertues, 


to An and to name ehe — 2 
| Wher⸗ 


ST  — 
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Wherby the bodye canne haue ol 


| hymſelfe no vertue, noꝛ nothinge 


can be done ok the body wozthy of 


=" W SW 


I tures teſtimony, that charite can 


table ſpirite is doing,# what ſo e⸗ 
uer he doethe, it muſte nedes be 


p:apſe, onles the acte be coupled 
and ioinid with the vertues of the 
mynde. But contraty, the ſoule 
is perkecte in his vertues without 
all aſſiſtence 
dy. Then boldly we may ſay, that 
from charitie cometh all vertues, 
Jand none other werke there is of 
$ charitie, then to make and bzinge 


nd helpe ofthe bo- 


foꝛth in vs vertu. It is holy ſcrip= 


not be ydle. Alwaye than a chari⸗ 


a good werke. Foz what can com 
from the loue of god, but it ſhall 


ſauer and ſmelle of god? the whi⸗ 


che ſauour is the onelye thynge, 


that geueth to mans acte all * 


Ae rnke to 


; *. * 
N 


kepe cha- 
ritie. 


bout be in dekaulte, oꝛ you, 


A __ 


goodnes. 


Nowe then my entierly beloted | 
ſyſter, to oblerue and kepe this 
moolte pꝛecious and mooſte holy 
charitie with god, you ſhal in few 
woꝛdes haue a ſhozte reule. The 
beſte waye to kepe you frome fal⸗ 
lynge out of charitie with god, is 


neuer to ſuffre pour chꝛiſtẽ neigh⸗ 
bout to ſlepe in a diſpleaſure with | 


you, and agayne that you neuer 


llepe in a diſpleaſure with youre 


chꝛiſten neyghbour. Kemembze, 


we all be knytte in a faſte kpnrede 


er as bzotherne and ſyſterne, 


ge 
without regarde of high oꝛ lowe, | 
poꝛe, oꝛ tiche, whether pour neigh 
this is 
to ſeye, whether he be diſpleaſed 
my oe 02you with mR_—_— ; 
therot | 


vnder one father in heut, the whi⸗ | 11 
che commaundeth bs to loue to- 
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| therof no queſtion, care not foz 
the begynnyng of wathe, but ſtu⸗ 
dy euer foz the ayde, and inconti⸗ 
nently folowe alwape the counſell 
of our mooſte charitable mayſter 
Chziſte: labour alway to make a- 
greement, that at all ſeaſons you 
mape be redy to offre vppe to god 
your ſwete ſmellynge (acrifice,the 
which is in goddis lence the delec⸗ 
table ſauer of a charitable bzethe: 
whole ſtrẽgth is ſo myghty in his 
pleaſaunt ſente, that it hathe his 
place amonge the incomparable 
| ſauours ofheuen, where god with 
aͤl his ſainctes and aungels lmel- 
leth it. 
Do you beare awaye ſyſter the 
chozte leſſon, that J haue gyuen 
to pou⸗ SVSTER. Whiche 
ſhozte leſſon meane you bother z 
Foz partly in wzitinge, partely in 
1 | D'S com- 


J foꝛgpue theym : that J choulde 
euer enclyne and obey moꝛe to tea 


vnes, 


| we 
aun with nip zu 2 
| te - | | 


etl IA treatiſe 

comm nication J haue had ma- 
ny leſſons of you : of the whiche 
ſome J beare well awaye, as yet 


it is out of my mynde, howe you 
haue pꝛoued to me, that a foole 


that J | 


ſhoulde not lyue ſolitary, 
muſte foꝛgette diſpleaſures, pt 


ſon, then to any intreatie. BRO - 
THE R. It is welle good ſyſter, 
that you haue of theſe thynges re⸗ 


membꝛance, but I thought not to 
aſtze pou this: : IJ wolde pou reher 
ſed to me, what you haue by me 
; lerned of « Chatitie. SVS. Why 
bother, call ye that the ſhoꝛte lel⸗ 


ſon, when it conteyneth ſo many 
at it weryed me thꝛe days 
to rede them ouer: BR © Ithinke 
11, that you were weryẽd, moze 


4 nn N Mitt. nm 
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tellynge, then with the lengthe ol 
the tale . Fo2 ſurely the tale was 
but ſhoꝛt. $15. If that be a ſhoꝛte 
tale, I cõkeſſe to you bzother, that 
J can not telle what is chozte and 
what is longe. Foꝛ to me pout leſ⸗ 
ſon ot charitie ſemed very longe. 
BRO. It is not ſyſter, the num⸗ 
bꝛe of woꝛdes 02 of lynes, that ma 
keth a tale 02 a boke to be called 
longe 02 ſhozte . But the matter 
that is intreated maketh bothe:ſo 
that of ſome matter you mape in 
verye fewe woꝛdes here a verye 
longe tale, and ageyn of ſom ma⸗ 
ter a great heape of woꝛdes ma⸗ 
keth but a ſhozte tale. Like as we 
ſaye of tyme, that it is but a littell 
while ago, ſins Fraunce was vn⸗ 
der our rule, and that paper, pꝛin⸗ 
tynge of bokes, gunnes, be thyn- 


ges inuented within fewe peres, 
Bans D 3 and 


TIL A rreatſe | 
and that the. tu. 02ders of freres 
beganne in chziſtendome within 
a lyttell tyme paſte : yetin eche of 
theſe fozſaide ſayinges, we vnder⸗ 
ſtonde mozethen a hundꝛed peres. 
Contrarye wyle ye will ſaye that 
my lady pꝛinces hath lyen a great 
whyle atte Eltham, and yet her 
grace hath not lien there one pere. 
So you wyl lap, that it is a longe 
ſeaſon ſyns you and J were to gi⸗ 
ther: #yet J was with you with 
in this moneth. Whan you knok 
at a dooze, and tatye one houre, 
vou ſayeyou haue very longe ta- 
tied there. Thus pou map lee, it 
is the dignite x the wozthynes 'of 
the thynge, thatcauſeth the tyme 
to be named longe oz ſhoꝛte, and 
not the tyme of his owne ſpace. 
In this maner it is in yourleſ= 
ſon E eee ich is a mat⸗ 
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ter lo plentikul, ſo copious, ſo lög, 
ſo large, ſo depe, ſo highe, that no 
tale therofcan be called longe on⸗ 

les the teller tryfle in vayne woꝛ⸗ 
des, and then you mape ſaye his 
tale is long, bicaule he telleth and 
ſheweth his folyſſhenes : but ſpe⸗ 
kynge directly of charite, he neuer 


can ſape to moche. Foz whan we 


haue ſaide all that we can, yet ſhal 
the matter of charitie lye in hepes 
infinite to be ſpoken moꝛe ot. Foz. 
ſyſter, what tongue oz penne of 
man can make an ende in tellinge 
the ſmalleſt poꝛtion of goddis (ſub 
ſtance - this charitie is god and 
God is this charitte . Therfoze 
thynke not youre leſſon longe of 
charitie , Foꝛ al that J haue ſayd, 
is in effecte nothynge . 81s. You 
haue ſomewhat made me knowe, 
what Was: and what is a 

D 4 thozt 
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17 wt: but yet bꝛother, by cauſe 
the common pꝛouerbe is trewe, 
that womens wyttes in dede be 
ſhoꝛte, I pꝛaye you, if it be poſſi- 
ble, lette my leſſon be reherſed in 
fewe woꝛdes. B RO. It is a thing 


A few lynes al that vou haue hard 
of me. Foꝛ the ſame of the hole is: 


This charitie contepneth all the 


lawes of god, and techeth vs our 
duetie bothe towarde god and 
man: the which charite requireth 
a quyete ſpitite, and no ſpirite is 
quiete that is ſubtecte to any pal⸗ 
ſion, Wherkoꝛe to haue charitie 
we mult chace from vs al paſſiss, 
to reſt ſo in our loue of god, that 
nothyng withdꝛaw vs noꝛ plucke 
vs inoꝛdinatelp to any thoughte 
beſyde god: wherofſhulde folow, 
| wy in me run we wold reke 
| laugh⸗ 


ſiſter ſone done, to compꝛehend in 


to be foly, honour to be ſhame, ſo 
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laughyng to be wepinge, ſoꝛowe 
to be myꝛthe, ryches to be pouer⸗ 
tie, miſery to be welthe, wiledome 


depely we ſhuld be butyed in god, 
that to this lyke our ſenſes chulde 
lye deed, and quycke onely in the 
loue of god. From the whiche true 
and entier loue of god, we ſhulde 
take a loue with all hertes affecte 
to the hole kynd of man, in whom 

beholde ſpiritually the image of 
god: Foz the whiche image ſake 
we ſhulde beare no leſſe fauour to 
man, than were ſufficient to reſiſte 
and vtterly vaynquiſhe all hate, 
without the rememb2ance of any 
grudge to be taken with any ma⸗ 
ner of occaſion, to be euer with all 
men toyned in hatte thꝛough our 
loue in god, as faſt as kynred iop⸗ 
neth a few perſons 555 a na⸗ 

1 tu⸗ 


_  aſhozte fozme lerne what was 
kyꝛſte, 


tale. B R O. 


teyue what you wolde haue me 
do, but aſke me what you wyll, & 


of W BRO. Feat J ſhe- 
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turalle loue : yea faſter knytteth 
mens hartes to gethers charitie, 
than nature can do. 

This is the ſome of our leſlon (i= 
ner The whiche you (hall haue 

agayne made ſhozte, if you wyll. 
SIS. Nap bꝛother, J pꝛap youlet 
this be no ſhoꝛter. Fo in my mind 


it is all redy ſomewhat to ſhozte. 


J wolde diſire you to lette me 
in oꝛdꝛe to al ke pou a repetition 
of myn hole leſſon, that J may in 


at was ſeconde, and ſo 
fo:theto the concluſion of youre 
do not yet wel per- 


cha therto make anſwere, $18. 


J | 
Then bꝛother tell me, what was 


the fyꝛſte poynt, that you tolde me 


wed 
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wid to you the ſignification of che Toe repe | 
wozde, that Charitie was not on⸗ 4 feel. 
ly taken foꝛ peace, paciẽce, mercy, iſe, 
and pitie, as in our engliſhetonge 
commenly we vle it fo2 nothynge 
elles, as whan J ape J wpll not 
bꝛeake charite, J wyll kepe cha⸗ 
ritie, J wyll koꝛgiue hym fo2 cha⸗ 
rite, trouth it is that charite ſignt 
fieth all theſe, and as J ſhewed to 
pou, moche moe: fo2 the woꝛde 
is the ſame, that is in latin called 
Charitas, the whiche ſignifteth an 
oꝛdynate loue, and a due rule to⸗ 
warde god and man, the whiche 
oꝛdinat loue the loule hath, when 
he holly with al his power is wed 
ded to god: ſo that beſyde he ney- 
ther wyllethe noꝛ deſyrethe anye 
thing. By the which feruent loue 
in god, he exertiſeth amonge men 
an * kynde of one And — 
as 
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was the fyꝛſte thynge ſuſter, to 
haue you to knowe , whatte the 
wonꝛde ok charitie ſignifteth . SIS. 
I" thought bzother, that fyꝛſt of 
you ſhewed, that charitie con- 
| teyneth all goddes lawes. BRO. 
dyd ſo in dede, to bꝛynge you to 


theſyghtof the greatte compaſſe, 


that was in the name of Charite: 
whereby vou myghte the better 
lerne, that in englyſſhe tongue we 
conceyue but a lyttelle poꝛtion of 
this infinite vertue, whan we c6- 
menly ſpeake therof. But how ſo 
euer J begonne, the kyꝛſte poynte 
of youre leſſon was to lerne the 
ſtrength of charities name. Y s. 


ll it cam not in my mind to doute, 
whether charitie and loue be not 
all one, as in communication 


N harde ſome clerkes ſaye de. 
e. 


J wold nowe alkke you the ſecõde, 
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be. B RO. Tthinke well ſom cler⸗ 
kes wyll ſo ſay, Foꝛ I note in the 
laſt englyſh traſlation of the gol⸗ 
pels out of laten , the rranſlaroue 
_ alway fo? Charites w2yteth Loue: 
wherin J canne not conſent with 
hym. Fo2 after myn opinton there 
ts as moche difference betwene 
loue and charite, as is in your oc⸗ 
cupation betwene thꝛede and twi⸗ 
ned thꝛede. Foꝛ you wyll ſap, that 
all twined thꝛede is thꝛede, but al 

thꝛede is not twyned thꝛede: So 
this woꝛde Loue is moꝛe comen 4 
moꝛe general then is charitie. Foz 
trouthe it is, that all Charite is 
loue: but it is not trouth, that all 
loue is charite . Jn greke charite 
is agape, and olle ig eros, As in la⸗ 
tine loue is mor, and charitie Che 
ritas. In al theſe the tonges there 
18 the ſame difference in the tone 
wo2de 


e treatiſe, 

Wolde from the tother, that is a 
penn 
nes, koꝛ the molt parte be quilles: 
but al our quilles be not pennes: 
The quille is that remapneth in 
his nature, without any other fa⸗ 
cion oꝛ forme put to it: the penne 

is a quyll ſhaped and foꝛmed, and 
made apt to wzite. Likewyſe loue 
is the common affecte of fauour : 
charitie is loue reduced into a due 


| | ozdertowardes god and man, as 


to loue god alone foꝛ him (elf, and Tal 
to loue man fo2 goddes lake. Do 
pou percepue ſyſter what J (aye? 


| ors; Me thynketh bzother, that 


pereles be wp2es, but they haue a 


vou meane as J wolde ſaye, that 


e and a quylle. All our pen⸗ . 


bet wene charite and loue is a like 


difference, as is betwene my pere⸗ 
les and wyꝛes. Foz I ſee that mp 


ao” 


by my labour putte to, the 
| which 


| benot peerles. But bꝛother, if all 


whiche facion vis haue not. 
And here may J ſay as you ſayde 
of Charitie and Loue, that all 
peerles be wyers, but all wyers 


charite be loue, what defaulte put 
you in the tranſlatoz, the whiche 
tazyteth loue foꝛ Charitas? BRO. 
The ſame dekaulte J put in hym, 
p vou wold put in one, the whiche 
doth giue to pou wiers foꝛ perles, 
oz quilles fo2 pẽnes. But ſiſter, re 
membꝛe, you wolde haue me be 
ſhozt. SIS. It is trouth bꝛother: 
but the beſte ſhoꝛteneſſe is to be 
playne. Foꝛ when J vnderſtonde 
my leſſon, I canne ſoone make it 
ſhozte. Nowe then if you wylle, 
J pzeye pou telle me the ſeconde 
poynte. 
BRO. The ſeconde wasto ſhew 82599 
pou, A a i were Had. "0 


enup, ambition, couetoulnes, le⸗ 


Þ N tical 
without the aſſured myndes qui⸗ 
etnes, as aneffecte folowynge the 
ſame, the which ſtedfaſt quietnes 
ok mynde is not to betno2dinatly {| 
ſtyꝛred o2 moued with paſſions. 
$18. Sauyng pour tale bzother, 
J pꝛap vou tell meſome englyſhe 
woꝛde, what you calle paſſion. 
Foz truly I know none other pac 
ſion but the paſſion of Chziſte. 
B R 0. Then J haue loſte manye - 
wozdes. Foꝛ J thought J hadde 
ſufficiẽtly declared vnto you, that 
any moyynge of the mynde in to 
an vngodlye deſire, was called a 
paſſion, as malice, rancour, y2e, 


chery, glottonp, pꝛide, hatred, tu- 


dy ot pꝛayſe, ſtudy of auengyng, 


and ſuche other whiche ſtp2re vp 
| ns moue the mpnde oute of his 
n rallereſte, to loue oz to hate 

| with- 85 
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without reaſon and meſure : As 
whan out bodye ſuffreth any toꝛ⸗ 
ment, we ſey, we be in a paſſion:ſo 
when our mpndeſuffceth any ſu⸗ 
che inoꝛdinat deſires, we haue the 
myndes paſſion: and euerp ſuche 
motion ot mynd out ot due cours 
is called a paſſion. The mynde is 
moued out of his due cozle, as ok⸗ 
ten as it is ſtirred with thele af- 
fectes, that be engendꝛed of our 
pꝛincipall loue to this lyfe, as to 
be diſpꝛaiſed with our dilpꝛayſes 
92 ſclanders, is a thynge that ry⸗ 
ſethe in vs from the Tone of this 
lyfe: where ik we ſtudy to be mag⸗ 
nified: be in a ſoze paſſion a- 
gaynſte reaſon, the whiche tea- 
cheth vs to ſeke our glory in moꝛe 
ſtable thinges, then can be found 
in this life. But bicauſe pou ſpeke 
of thewozde, Monte as * (ap, 


300 


mpnde. 
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it is no very englyſihe wozd: how 
be it whan we be dꝛiuen to ſpeake 
. of thynges that lacke the names 
in oure tonge, we be alſo dꝛiuen to 
boꝛowe the woꝛdes, that we haue 
not, ſometyme out ok latin, ſome⸗ 
tyme out of greke, euen as the la⸗ 
tin tonge doth in likeneceſſitie bo 
rowe x take of other. And though 
now at the fyꝛſt heryng,this woꝛd 
ſtondethe ſtraungelpe with you, 
pct by vſe it ſhall waxe familiar, 
ſpecially when you haue it in this 
maner expꝛeſſed vnto you. 


To optem Nowe than to opteyne this reſt 
reſte of of mynde, the cheke eſtecte of cha⸗ 


rite, we mult beware that no paſſi 

1. 1:08 rule in vs, but alwayes in all 

thynges we muſte oꝛdꝛe our deſi- 

res by the dꝛaught and trayne of 

this one deſite, the which we haue 
of * loupnge = alone with . ale 53 
olle 
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holle hartes, power, wyttes, # in⸗ 
telligẽce, neuer ſuffering aduiſed⸗ 
ly the cozrupte loue of this falſe 
flateryngelyfe, to haue any (mal 
place in oure ſoule, wherbp we 
ſhulde ware the weker in the kulle 
vnyenge and knittinge of all our 
intentions to the wylle and plea⸗ 

ſure ot god. Ind ſiſter, it was the 
ſeconde parte of your lefſon, $15. 
Je bꝛother J wolde J had lerned 
well, that J might euer be quiete, 
howe ſo euer J were handeled, 
rtghtwilely oz vnrightwilelp, wel 


02 eupll, gentily oz chozlyſſhely, 


It were an angels condition to be 
nothynge changed oꝛ moued with 
wel oz woo; but to be continually 
n one tenure, in one temperature, 
> neither hering, no: ſeinge, noꝛ fc- 
Iynge, no2 ſmellyng, noꝛ taſtinge, 
noz wyſchynge, noꝛ myndyngany 
_ [ES /\. "eee P 


5 treatiſe 


. erthelything beſides god, but has 


uinge continuallp a feruent deſire 
to knowe, toloue, and to honour 


though it were poſſible, to make 
ok men angelles, and moze ouer 


to make ot this wozlde heuen - as 


long as man is man, and as long 
as this woꝛlde is this wozlde, J 
ou hit not poſſyble to kepe vs 
thu 
ſey the perfecte reſt of charitie re⸗ 
quireth. BRO. You entre with 


me nowe ſyſter, into a matter of a 


longe communication, but at this 


ry ſhozt anſwere. 


god. But bꝛother, what meane 
pou by this, to ſpeake thus, as 


clene from paſſions, as you 


| wpl make you therto d ve 


Chꝛiſte wold neuer teache man 
to p2aye, and to aſke of god thyn⸗ 
ges impoſſible to be opteyned: 
vey ee bs to ſey in our pꝛa⸗ 
. N 


es ann eo, aw rh 


—— 


| thebleſſed cõpany of heuen doth, 


of Gharkie . "I 
per, A dueniat re gnum tuum, Oh loꝛde 
god let thy kyngedome be here a⸗ 


mongeſt vs. Where the kynge 
dome ok god is, there god reig⸗ 


nethe ouer ſuche ſubiectes as be 
woꝛthy to haue ſuche a kyng: and 
pleinly there is heuen, where lo e⸗ 
uer is the kyngdome of god: So 


made an heuen. 
Ageyn our maiſter and ſauiour 


taught vs to p2ap, Fiat uoluntas tua 
ſicut in ceelo et in terra, Oh good loꝛd 
graunte, that thy wylle maye be 
fulfplied in this wozlde, as it is 
in heuen: that we men may in e⸗ 
uery thought and acte agre with 
thy wy 
in this lpfe make no mooꝛe reſi⸗ 
ſtence agaynſte thy pleaſure, then 


This Nane can not take effecte 
E 3 onles 


that ofthis wozld, there might be 


le, as angels do: that we 


223 


appetites of this lyfe: that is to 


dis wpll 


N A treatiſe 3 
onles man be made lyke an angel, 
all pure a cleane from the dꝛeggy 


ſay, vtterly rydde from all paſſi⸗ 
ons, the which euer ſtryue ageinſt 
the wyll of god. ä 

Nowe then in as moche as J be- 


nothynge, but the ſame maye be: 


Jthink it poſſible to make of this 


woꝛlde the kyngdome of god, and 
to make men the kepers of god- 
The whiche two thyn⸗ 
ges, to lyue in the kyngedome of 


god, and to oblerue and kepe god⸗ 


des wyll, J recken to be a perfe- 
ction of aungels lyfe in heuen. 

But ſyſter, remembꝛe, Chziſte bid⸗ 
dethe vs not to attempte to per⸗ 
fozme this perfection by our own 


power: foꝛ that were playnly im⸗ 
Bt "—_—_ but it is our maſters in⸗ 


ſtruc⸗ 


leuc, that Chꝛiſt biddcth vs aſfe 


/ ̃ CE... oe. kf uw . ð 5, 


30 


of Charitie: |: 
ſtruction, that we ſhulde turne vs 
in pꝛaper to god, and of his infi- 
nite goodnes craue and aſke his 
grace, wherby we ſhal be comfo2- 
ted, ſuſteyned and co2aged to ſay 
atte thelaſte with ſaynte Raule. 
We be able to do all in hym, that 
helpeth vs Jeſus Chꝛiſte. This 
were to haue our ſpirite holly gt- 
uen to ſerue god to knowe god, 
to loue god, and nothynge els. 
And if you wolde ſay, that ſaint 
Paule cam not to this perfection, 
noꝛ none of the ſayntes, but the 


bedſte men were ſynners lette itſo 


be: yet be aſſured ik man duely ap⸗ 
plye his wyl, to be without ſynne, 


5 for thatin his wyll be no lacke noꝛ 


fapnynge, this man befoze god is 
an aungell. And ſiſter, as he ſho⸗ 
teth nerer the marke than he doth 


that ſeeth none, and e . 
ad- 


A \ beat 


aduentures : ſo you ſeingenowe 
and knowynge the very perfecti- 
on ok charitie, vou ſhall the better 
enfo:ce towarde it, thenne if you 
were beſet with blynde ignozance. 
Ok al this mater ſiſter, with pou 
wyl not reſon out of your Pater no= 
ſter p which J think is inough foꝛ 
your requeſtes at this tyme. 81s. 
holde me contented bꝛother, 
and pꝛay J wyl firſte, that Imap 
thynke poſſible to be thus — 5 
Neexte that J may haue grace to 
enkoꝛce thitherwaꝛd the vertuous 
pow rot my harte. B RO. There 
is no moze required of you, but 
this applienge of your wyl to get 

grace, but grace (tall you neuer 
gette but if you aſ ke it withoute 


any doute oꝛ myſituſt in the good 


nes of god, who is euer redye to 


| BY wor he hereth onethatac- | 
„ 


of Charitie. 37 
co2dyngly aſketh. 22h} 
And to ſhewe you what pꝛaier is 
ſhaped accoꝛdyngly to goddis ea⸗ 
res, it were a matter foꝛ no lyttell 
boke, Therfoꝛe lifter, be conten- 
ted to leaue your digreſltons, and 
retoꝛne to pour purpole.SIS. J 
haue no purpole, but to lerne, and 
lerne Jſhulde, if you taughte me 
to p2aye, Yet leſte J trouble pou 
to moche, J wyll goo foꝛth, to re- 
quire of you what was the thyzde 
poynte in my leſſon of charitie. char cc | 
BRO. Jt was to ſhewe, that cha= 6 not e ll 
ritie is not lyke one vertue, but it one Ser- Ii 
is ſuche a thynge, that by manye "Fe | 
degres of diuerſe bertues, it muſt 
begotten, as a'finall concluſion 
ot all labour and trauaille in ver⸗ 
tue. As firſte we muſte be endued 
with an vndoubted Feyth, to be⸗ 
NA the hiſtozy of our 
. ſautour 


Feare of 
god. 


| Roftin ce. 


ment , our keare muſte be a reue⸗ 
rence to god, lyke as louing chil⸗ 


1 upl that man hath. 0 
„Dau. mn a Want gather pacy- 


cauiour: whole doteryne bzought 
 firſtinto this wozldethis charitie 
|; an abſolute cocluſion of all la⸗ 
wes. After this faithe we mult en⸗ 
tre into a fere of god, not the feare 
of vile bodmen, the which haue no 
mind to kepe their maiſters plea⸗ 
ſure but only loke vpõ the puniſh 


dꝛẽ feare to dilplele their kathers. 
By this reuerent and louing feare 
we muſte pꝛocede to Abſtinence, 
that is to ſep we muſt beare ſ uche 
keare t reuerence to god, as ſhall 


dcauſe vs foꝛ the honour of god to 


_ refreyne the ſenſuall inticementes ; 
ok inne, the whiche beſpotteth, 
dekoꝛmethe, and defeateth the y= 
mage ot god in vs, the greatteſt e⸗ 
To kepe this 


ence, 


. of Chanitie. 39 
ence, a vertue that maketh ſtrõge 


our loule, to ſuffre the violence ok 


Al reliſtence to vertue, by the whi- 
che pacience we ſhal take an hope 
to be parte takers of goddes mer- 
cykulnes, and to eniop a rewarde, 
that palleth al the powers ol men, 
to ſhewe it. Out of this ſpꝛingeth 
a keruente loue to god, whiche is 
called charitie, thꝛougb which the 
mynd ſhal be ſetteled in ſucha qui 
etnes, that all the chaungeable 
and ſondꝛy blaſtes of this wozlde, 
ſhall nothynge moue vs from our 
deſire to relt in god: And this min 
des reſte # perfect quietnes is the 
pꝛincypall effecte of charitie, the 
concluſion and finalle perfection 


_ ofallvertue. 


J wyll nowe ende theſe 1 


with a wonderful pzapſe, 
cholen vile af hi 8 


2 


althinges pondꝛed and regarded 
ok al Chriſten men: This apoſtle 


enkoꝛce and exerciſe all h 
tog 


'A reatiſ 


yteth ok charite, of the whiche 


pꝛapſe J wolde haue you ſyſter 


note and marke diligentlp, what 
a dignite is in charite, to be aboue 


ſapth in effect thus. It al mighty 


god, the father, wolde gyueto me 
all gifte ok his grace, as to endue 
me with the holy ſpiti 
cy, 
bol al the lecrete miſteries in heuen, 
to tauſe by the power x ſtrengthe 
bol kaith to wozke wonders, to do 
mitacles, in quickenyng the deed, 
ing 
all this — withſtondynge J 
not in the way of laluation, if J 
wante charite. Howe oche then 


an of p2ophe 
counleilo2 


o make me a pꝛiui 


inge ſight to the blinde: : yet 
am 


chulde man beſtowe, endeyour, 
is wyttes 


and te ves * en 


of 


of this high vert 
theſoule of Iyfe, the grace of gra- 
ces, the one thing that ioyneth 


It is ſuch 
thinge this charitie, that by thau⸗ 


only cal this vertu a godly thing, 


who ſo euer kepeth in hym chari⸗ 
tie, he hath god with hym, and he 
in god dwelleth, that dwelleth in 


charite. Foꝛ bothe is charite and 


charitie is god: to whome nowe 
and euermoꝛe 


and honour. Amen. 
| FIN] . 


(bus endeth this trea⸗ 
tile of E 9 


in fauoz with god e that god onlt 
regquireth of man fo al his good⸗ 
nes toward man 
ctoꝛitie ot holy waitte 70 wyl not 


I ſay it is god hym ſelfe, that 


e all glozp N le, 
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